
Noise Network Plus launch meeting

Current issues in noise pollution –   

    perspective spotlight talks
Health effects of noise

18 March 2025
Benjamin Fenech
Noise and Public Health Programme Lead, UKHSA

The views expressed are those of the presenter and are not necessarily those of UKHSA or other government departments





a tale of two cities
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In RESEARCH land





“noise pollution is considered not only an environmental

nuisance but also a threat to public health.”
WHO, 2011

Plots from Sørensen et al. (2024) BMJ 2024;386:e080664 http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmj-2024-080664 and Hahad et al. (2024) https://doi.org/10.1038/s41370-024-00642-5



J. Acoust. Soc. Am., Vol. 123, No. 6, June 2008

Sound by Rahmad romadoni. Emotions by Shocho. All icons from from 
Noun Project (CC BY 3.0)

https://thenounproject.com/browse/icons/term/sound/


https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-he/products/etc-he-products/etc-he-reports/etc-he-report-2023-11-environmental-noise-health-risk-assessment-methodology-for-assessing-health-risks-
using-data-reported-under-the-environmental-noise-directive

“The body of evidence shows negative effects 

due to transport noise at much lower levels that 

those captured in the END exposure 

assessments (i.e. 55 dB Lden, and 50 dB Lnight). 

We therefore suggest to assess the health risks 

of noise at levels of 45 dB Lden and 40 dB Lnight). 



Meanwhile, in PRACTICE land





RESEARCH

PRACTICE



Educating and empowering



“… the UK has world-class tools that 

monitor poor air quality, but that there is 

a need to better explain why air 

pollution is a hazard and who is most at 

risk from harm.”



Reducing the health burden



https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii
/S0160412023002398?via%3Dihub#f0025



What are the most effective 

interventions to reduce the 

health burden?

Do certain population subgroups 

need a different approach?

Are there any unintended 

consequences?

Are there opportunities for 

health promotion?



Monitoring and evaluation





Maximising impact



➢ Building 1.5 million homes

➢ Fast-tracking infrastructure projects

➢ Make Britian a clean energy superpower

➢ Accelerating the UK to Net Zero

➢ From sickness to prevention

https://www.gov.uk/missions
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